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NHPRC Webinar Series
• The National Historical Publications and Records Commission 

(NHPRC), a statutory body affiliated with the National Archives 
and Records Administration (NARA), supports a wide range of 
activities to preserve, publish, and encourage the use of 
documentary sources, created in every medium ranging from 
quill pen to computer, relating to the history of the US.

• As part of this grant, AHC will host and record five webinars over 
2024-2025 about how to use a variety of resources relevant 
to researching historic properties,
o Basics of Historic Property Research (March 2024)
o Finding Photos of Historic Neighborhoods & Properties 

(June 2024)
o Documenting Changes to Buildings Over Time ( Sept 2024)
o Tracking Ownership & Sale of Property (March 2025)
o Roadblocks of Property & Neighborhood Research (TBD)



Speaker Introduction

Dr. Marni Davis

Associate Professor of History 

Georgia State University

Erica Hague

Collections Manager 

Atlanta History Center



New 
Resources 
via NHPRC 
Grant

• Through this grant AHC will process the 
following collections
oAtlanta Real Estate Board appraisals

oAtlanta Urban Design Commission records

oAtlanta Urban Design Commission visual 
arts materials

oAtlanta Department of City Planning records

• AHC started processing these collections 
in January 2024 and aims to finish by 
December 2025. As we complete them, 
the finding aids will be listed on our search 
portal and NHPRC landing page.

https://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/learning-research/search-the-collections/
https://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/learning-research/search-the-collections/
https://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/buildings-and-grounds/kenan-research-center/national-historical-publications-and-records-commission/


Fulton 
County
Property 
Records

Fulton County's property deeds archives 
are held at the Fulton County Courthouse

136 Pryor Street SW – Floor "G"



Fulton 
County
Property 
Records

Fulton County's property deeds archives 
are held at the Fulton County Courthouse

136 Pryor Street SW – Floor "G"



Fulton 
County
Property 
Records

Productive research at this archive requires:
• The name of a property's seller (GRANTOR) or 

a property's buyer (GRANTEE)
• The DISTRICT and LAND LOT where the 

property is located (https://gis.atlantaga.gov/lotboundary/)

• The STREET NAME of the property
• A possible YEAR of sale

https://gis.atlantaga.gov/lotboundary/
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Fragment of page from GRANTOR Index, 1879-1900 

SELLER BUYER DISTRICT/LAND LOT STREET NAME

VOLUME 
and 
PAGE #

https://gis.atlantaga.gov/lotboundary/


Fulton 
County
Property 
Records

... near the City of Atlanta commencing at a point 50 feet from the 
North East corner of Fletcher and McDaniel Streets, and running 
thence in an easterly direction 103 feet, thence in a northerly 
direction 50 feet, thence in a westerly direction 103 feet, thence in a 
southerly direction along the east side of McDaniel Street 50 feet to 
the beginning point, said lot known as lot number 73 of the map 
used by R.H. Knapp, in the sale of the Haas & Colvin property on May 
17, 1883, the same being a part of Land Lot number 87 in the 14th 
district of originally Henry now Fulton County, Georgia.

Sale of property by 
Basil M. Woolley to 

Floyd Beck, 
November 19, 1886

vol.F3, p.155 



Deed 
Records at 
AHC

• Mitchell and Mitchell real estate records
oMSS 448
o1849-1958
oDocuments records used by the Mitchell & 

Mitchell Law Firm, mostly abstracts of title 
that track a properties sale over time.

oMostly Fulton, but Cobb, DeKalb, Gwinnett, 
and further afield are also covered.

• There are also deeds scattered in other 
collections! 
oSearch our collections for your District and 

Land Lot to see what we might have

https://aspace-atlantahistorycenter.galileo.usg.edu/repositories/2/resources/843
https://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/learning-research/search-the-collections/federated-search-results?filters=%2CItem%2520Type%3AArchival%2520Collection&s=deed&page=1
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Additional
Records of 
Land Ownership 
at AHC

• Fulton County Tax Plat Books
o1940-1980s
oShow owner, date of sale
oArranged by District and Land 

Lot, by date

• Fulton County Tax Plat Cards
o1950s and 1970s
oShow sketch of structure, list 

building materials and value, and 
owner name

oArranged by District and Land 
Lot, by date

https://aspace-atlantahistorycenter.galileo.usg.edu/repositories/2/archival_objects/84317
https://aspace-atlantahistorycenter.galileo.usg.edu/repositories/2/archival_objects/85816
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Other Places 
That Record
Land Ownership 

• United States Federal Census
o 1790-1950 available online
o Show owner at street name and 

address starting in 1880
o Ancestry | Family Search

• Newspapers
o Often list sale or transfer of property 

by District and Landlot around date 
of sale.

• Atlanta City Directories
o 1859 – 1991
o Often list person at a house as R for 

renter or O for owner
o Arranged by last name of inhabitant, 

and alphabetically by street name

• County Deed Record Rooms
o Fulton, DeKalb, & Cobb Guide here

https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/search/categories/ukicen/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/list?cqs=United+states%2C+Census
https://atlantahistorycenter.on.worldcat.org/oclc/8951025
https://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/app/uploads/2024/03/KRC_DeedResearch_Guide.pdf
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United States 
Federal 
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United States 
Federal 
Census
1880



Newspaper
Records



Atlanta City 
Directory  



Questions?



Thank you!
Feedback Form

Erica Hague

EHague@atlantahistorycenter.com

Dr. Marni Davis

MarniDavis@gsu.edu

Resource List
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