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NHPRC Webinar Series
• The National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), a statutory body 

affiliated with the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), supports a wide 
range of activities to preserve, publish, and encourage the use of documentary sources, 
created in every medium ranging from quill pen to computer, relating to the history of the 
United States.

• As part of this grant, Atlanta History Center will host and record five webinars over 2024-2025 
that focus on how to use a variety of resources relevant to researching historic properties:

o An Introduction to the National Register of Historic Places and Historic Property 
Research  (March 2024)

o Finding Photos of Historic Neighborhoods & Properties (June 2024)
o Documenting Changes to Buildings Over Time (August 2024)
o Tracking Ownership & Sale of Property (TBD, early 2025)
o Roadblocks of Property & Neighborhood Research (TBD, 2025)

Atlanta History Center NHPRC Site

https://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/buildings-and-grounds/kenan-research-center/national-historical-publications-and-records-commission/


Speaker Introduction

Leah Lefkowitz
Manuscript Archivist

at Atlanta History Center

Dr. Alfred Willis
Consultant in architectural history 

at Mississippi Department of Archives and History



Overview

• Atlanta History Center
o City of Atlanta Department of City Planning records
o Atlanta Urban Design Commission (AUDC) records
o Atlanta Urban Design Commission (AUDC) photos 
o Atlanta Real Estate Board Appraisals
o Other AHC collections

• Alfred Willis

o Reconstructing the history of changes to cities, neighborhoods, 
and structures depends on images of what no longer exists

o Images may be grouped by their manner of production: drawings, 
photographs, art prints, published illustrations, etc.

o Many images are not securely dated
o Most images have a main subject yet also embody important 

evidence in their margins or backgrounds
o Images are often ambiguous, especially when considered outside 

of a chronological or other context
o Over-reliance on guesswork, along with wishful thinking, easily 

interferes with image interpretation
o The informative value of images increases when they are studied 

in conjunction with related images and texts



Atlanta History Center



City of Atlanta 
Department of 
City Planning 
records, MSS 
1268

The collection contains meeting minutes from Atlanta’s 
Department of City Planning, which oversees Atlanta’s 
housing, buildings, design, and zoning. It holds 
meetings where the public can voice their opinions on 
Atlanta’s development and growth. Minutes document 
city decisions, financial and project planning, 
ordinance proposals, and finalized legislation as well 
as public opinion about city development and 
gentrification.

City of Atlanta Department of City Planning records 
finding aid and Blog post.

What is in this collection? 

https://aspace-atlantahistorycenter.galileo.usg.edu/repositories/2/resources/3071
https://aspace-atlantahistorycenter.galileo.usg.edu/repositories/2/resources/3071
https://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/blog/atlanta-department-of-city-planning-records-now-available/


Department made recommendations to city officials 
and the mayor on Atlanta’s growth and 
development. Minutes document review of 
applications and petitions to change zoning 
ordinances. 

Series I: Atlanta-Fulton County Joint Planning 
Board records, 1920-1974



Recommendation Regarding Market General 
meeting minutes, Series I, Box 1, Folder 1 – City 

Planning Commission, 1920-1923



Series II: Board of Zoning Adjustment records, 
1923-1997, undated

Committee served as an appeals body for zoning 
regulations that reviewed applications for zoning 
variances. Types of variances included requests for 
new building projects or home renovations; special 
use permits; district rezoning; and lot resizing. 



Appeal of Atlanta Merchandise Mart, Series II, Box 
14, Folder 1 – Board of Adjustment, 1958-1959



Board Reviewed rezoning petitions and special use 
permits and discussed city zoning ordinance 
changes. The minutes cover rezoning petitions, 
special use permits for additions to building 
structures, and proposed zoning ordinance changes.

Series III: Zoning Review Board records, 1954-
1984



Special meeting for zoning regulations and district 
maps, Series III, Box 20, Folder 5 – Zoning Committee 

of the Board of Alderman, 1954-1955



Committee reviewed and evaluated living conditions 
in Atlanta neighborhoods such as Butler Street, 
Atlanta University Center, Washington-Rawson, 
Georgia State College (later Georgia State 
University), and McDaniel Street. Meeting 
discussions covered revised housing codes, 
highway and street development, development of 
housing units, and land incorporation. 

Series IV: Planning and Development 
Committee records, 1957-1973



Hearing on Butler Street Urban Renewal Area, Series 
IV, Box 27, Folder 5 – Urban Renewal Committee, 

1957-1958



Atlanta Urban 
Design 
Commission 
records, MSS 
1272

The Atlanta Urban Design Commission (AUDC) develops and 
administer the city’s historic preservation and urban design 
activities. It designates zoning protection for buildings, sites, 
and districts based on their historic, architectural, and/or 
cultural significance. 

This collection contains documentation on neighborhood 
preservation, including how and why preservation efforts 
should be implemented as well as urban renewal trends. 
There are AUDC administrative records, data collected about 
historic nominations of properties and neighborhoods, and 
records from the Cooperation of Olympic Development in 
Atlanta (CODA).

Atlanta Urban Design Commission records finding aid

What is in this collection? 

https://ahc.galileo.usg.edu/repositories/2/resources/3083


How can we use 
this collection 
to track 
neighborhood 
changes?

The bulk of this collection are neighborhood 
architectural surveys that describe 
neighborhood structures and landscapes. 

Surveys contain information about buildings 
such as their address, owner, neighborhood, 
condition, history, and local significance. 
They were conducted in the mid 1970s and 
cover many neighborhoods.

There are also Photographic Survey File 
Forms with small maps.



Old Grady Hospital, Box 15, Folder 2 – 
Neighborhood Architectural Survey Forms – 

Downtown, 1975-1979, undated



Atlanta Merchandise Mart Photographic Survey File 
Form, Box 15, Folder 2 – Neighborhood Architectural 

Survey Forms – Downtown, 1975-1979, undated



Historic nomination forms that include the 
nominee's history, correspondence, meeting minutes 
from the commission, and nomination and 
acceptance packets.

Records from Cooperation of Olympic 
Development in Atlanta (CODA) that document 
plans to revitalize city parks and neighborhoods 
within the Olympic Ring through Public Spaces and 
Neighborhood Revitalization programs.

Annual reports; park master plans; neighborhood 
design guides; and survey booklets.

In addition, 
the collection 
contains…



Historic Interpretation Research Guide for the 
Auburn Avenue, Dobbs Plaza, Auburn Market 

Development, Box 11, Folder 8, 



Historic nomination forms – Sears, Roebuck 
and Company, Box 13, Folder 7



Atlanta Urban 
Design 
Commission 
photos, VIS 
443

The AUDC photographs cover nearly every 
neighborhood in Atlanta between 1970 and 1990 for 
the purpose of evaluating historically significant 
sites and proposing preservation projects. Images 
include residences, churches, cemeteries, 
businesses, schools, landmark buildings, and 
public housing. Many of these sites have been 
preserved by the AUDC, though some have been 
replaced by modern development. Site images are 
often identified by specific streets or addresses. 
These materials highlight the impact of rapid 
development in residential areas and the resulting 
efforts to preserve these spaces. All images are 
arranged by neighborhood.

More information in previous webinar

https://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/buildings-and-grounds/kenan-research-center/national-historical-publications-and-records-commission/


Washington Park - 931 MLK Jr Dr store front 
before (1970s) and after (1995)

VIS 443, Series II, Georgia architectural and historic properties surveys, 1975-1995, undated



Atlanta Real 
Estate Board 
Appraisals

The Atlanta Real Estate Board created over 10,000 
appraisals from 1924-1983 that document the 
monetary worth of land lots, residences, and 
businesses in metro Atlanta. They offer insight into the 
worth of land in different areas during years of rapid 
expansion. Appraisals are identified by address and 
include both manuscript and visual material. 

Financial assessments usually include reasoning and 
research, as well as blueprints, description of the 
property, and comparable market data. Those created 
prior to the 1950s often contain drawings or plats, those 
created during the 1950s sometimes contain a 
photograph, and those created in the 1960s or afterward 
usually contain a photo.

Expected completion date: October 2025
More information in previous webinar

https://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/buildings-and-grounds/kenan-research-center/national-historical-publications-and-records-commission/


Appraisal 474, 86 Edgewood Ave. N.E. 
Nunally Company property, 1931



Appraisal 9823, 86-100 Edgewood Avenue, 
1979



Other AHC 
collections 
include…

• Other VIS collections
• Sanborn Maps
• Atlanta Regional Commission 

Publications
• Subject Files
• Building permits
• Fulton County Tax Plats and Property 

ID Cards
• Architectural Drawings
• Maps

Homes & Neighborhoods Page

https://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/homes-neighborhoods/


Other VIS Collections

From 1973 - VIS 443.036.316, Atlanta Urban Design 
Commission photographs

From 1924 - VIS 170.613.001, Atlanta 
History photograph collection

Search Our Collections to find more!

https://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/learning-research/search-the-collections/


Sanborn maps

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps Listings | Google Map Overlay

https://atlantahistorycenter.on.worldcat.org/search/detail/1871235?queryString=su%3A%20Fire%20risk%20assessment%20Georgia%20Maps&expandSearch=true&translateSearch=false&databaseList=283&clusterResults=true&groupVariantRecords=false
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1YltjCdEEE5CgPDvVDiRMeN7oFhEAu_Q&usp=sharing


Atlanta Regional Commission

The Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) is the 
regional planning and inter-governmental 
coordination agency for the 11-county Atlanta 
region.” The book collection includes over 1300 
publications about city planning, community 
development, aging services, transportation, 
housing, environmental resources, and 
employment.

https://atlantahistorycenter.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=au%3D%22Atlanta%20Regional%20Commission.%22&expandSearch=true&translateSearch=false&databaseList=283&clusterResults=true&groupVariantRecords=false


“Thomasville: A 
Neighborhood 
Refinement of 
the Atlanta 
Comprehensive 
Plan,” Various 
Neighborhood 
Studies, 1955-
1958

Atlanta Regional Commission - F294.A89 M48 1958



Auburn Avenue (Neighborhood Subject File)

National Register of Historic Places nomination for Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Historic District Boundary (Auburn Avenue).



Municipal Market (Atlanta, Ga.) (Subject File).



Dr. Alfred Willis







< 1895

1905 >

racial cleansing of a commercial neighborhood (from about 1900)





4fVWSW

racial cleansing of a commercial neighborhood (from about 1946)



occasional demolition ‘Urban Renewal’ (1959)



remodeling, demolition, replacement





functional and formal changes to the west side of the 300 block of Patterson Street in downtown Valdosta, 1870s through 
1970s



print published in 1897print published in 1885

1905 >







nature and intention as factors in changes to a landscaped setting



postmarked 1906dates unknown6 July 1897



1916
with plasterwork completed

1949
with new luminaires

1965
with repainting in progress



a stock-plan house and its source in a plan catalogue
(Designs for Better Living, Atlanta, [1950s])

manifesting changes made to the original design
at the time of construction,
and further changes made

during subsequent occupancies



usefulness of newspaper illustrations for documenting the ephemerality of commercial architecture



Thank you!

Leah Lefkowitz
llefkowitz@atlantahistorycenter.com

Feedback FormResource List

Dr. Alfred Willis 
alfredwillis@mailfence.com

mailto:alfredwillis@mailfence.com
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