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Dear Friends and Supporters of 
Atlanta History Center: 
We are excited to welcome you back to Atlanta History 
Center’s Midtown campus beginning July 10, 2024. After 
many hours of effort, we’re installing a new exhibition, 
and it’s a thrilling day when we get to share that work 
with all of you—and reopen a campus in  the meantime. 
Telling Stories: Gone With the Wind and American 
Memory explores the origins of the world’s most famous 
historical fiction about the Civil War and Reconstruction, 
including Margaret Mitchell’s life and influences and the 
complex history behind the story. We hope you’ll make 
plans to see it soon. 

This exhibition builds on the work that Atlanta History 
Center has been doing to explore how and why Americans 
remember the Civil War and the impact of history on our 
everyday lives. Starting with the Cyclorama restoration, 
where we examined how cultural influences can tinge 
one’s perception of history, continuing with Monument: 
The Untold Story of Stone Mountain, where we showed 
how the memory of the Civil War interacted with policies 
throughout the 20th century, Telling Stories explores 
how Margaret Mitchell—and Atlanta—are central in our 
continuing efforts to understand the Civil War and its 
aftermath. It’s the kind of understanding that is made 
possible as we gain time and perspective away from the 
event itself.

Rest assured that after reopening Midtown, we will not 
be standing still. There are many more exciting updates 
to exhibitions and experiences around Atlanta History 
Center coming your way over the next several years—we 
look forward to sharing more with you in future issues 
of History Matters

Sincerely,

Bill
Sheffield
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Gone With the Wind was published in 
1936 and became an instant sensation. 
The 32nd printing, pictured on the 
cover, was part of a print run of 50,000 
copies in January 1937, bringing the total 
number printed to 1,140,000 within the 
first year. It became even more popular 
following the award of the Pulitzer Prize 
to Margaret Mitchell in spring 1937 and 
the film adaptation in 1939. Read more 
about Atlanta History Center’s newest 
exhibition Telling Stories: Gone With the 
Wind and American Memory in this issue 
of History Matters.

Cover Artifact
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William B. Peard
Board Chair
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President & CEO
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ABOVE A huge crowd of eager movie-goers gathered in front of Loew’s Grand 
Theater for the Gone With the Wind premiere. Kenneth Rogers Photographs, 
VIS 82.121.12, Kenan Research Center at Atlanta History Center.

ABOVE This view of Margaret Mitchell House from Crescent Avenue shows 
individual apartment balconies. The building was turned into an apartment 
building shortly before Margaret Mitchell and John Marsh lived in Apartment 
No. 1., visible at the bottom left side of the building in this image.

ABOVE Margaret Mitchell is pictured with her famous novel shortly before 
the movie premiere.

“In a weak moment, I have written a book” 
Margaret Mitchell confessed via letter to 
historian and artist Wilbur Kurtz. It was 
November 1935, and a few months earlier, 
Mitchell met Macmillan Publishing editor 
Harold Latham and reluctantly handed over a 
manuscript so voluminous that he purchased 
an entirely new suitcase to haul it back to 
New York. Little did he or Mitchell know, the 
resulting novel would win a Pulitzer Prize and 
be adapted into one of the highest grossing film 
adaptations of all time.

Telling Stories: Gone With the Wind and American Memory examines 
the making and meaning of this influential tale. The exhibition 
explores Margaret Mitchell’s life, her experiences in Atlanta, and her 
research process, situating this historical fiction in its contemporary 
context. It showcases the cultural phenomena resulting from the 
movie’s popularity and the many ways—both shallow and profound—
that American culture shifted as a result. Finally, it traces the 
history behind the story, showing how Gone With the Wind reflected 
and advanced common historical myths about the Civil War and 
Reconstruction.

For all of Gone With the Wind’s historical roots in the 1860s, it is a 
novel of the 1930s. It encapsulates Margaret Mitchell’s feminist 
outlook on the new century through her plucky and daring heroine 

Scarlett O’Hara. The book also reflects the long Confederate-tinged 
shadow of the Civil War that Mitchell learned from her grandparents, 
while raising questions about the war’s outcome, Reconstruction, 
and eventual Jim Crow segregation which governed Mitchell’s world.

Around 4 miles away from Mitchell’s apartment, preeminent scholar 
W.E.B. Du Bois penned his groundbreaking Black Reconstruction 
in America while Mitchell was busy at work editing Gone With the 
Wind. Published in 1935 at Atlanta University, one of the premier 
Black higher educational institutions, Black Reconstruction reflects 
an entirely different history. Du Bois shows how Black Southerners 
used newly-won political power following the Civil War, such as in 
establishing public schools and other needed facilities including 
hospitals and insane asylums. It is a stark contrast to Reconstruction 
as presented in Mitchell’s tale, which describes a time of terror 
and fear for her white characters explicitly due to Black political 
influence. Perhaps no two books better exhibit the contradictions in 
American life and scholarship—each written by Atlantans reflecting 
the research and communities surrounding their respective spheres.

No one was as shocked as Margaret Mitchell when her book became 
a runaway bestseller the following year. Her star rose as famed 
Hollywood producer David O. Selznick transformed the 1,037-page 
novel into a 4-hour epic stretching the limits of cinematography.

Understanding Gone With the Wind is essential to understanding 
Atlanta’s trajectory in the 19th and 20th centuries. It became part 
of the city’s unofficial marketing plan to the world, and points of 
contention and conversation inspired by both book and movie 
encapsulate many of the tough cultural questions that have defined 
American life. Both praised and criticized from its moment of 
publication, Gone With the Wind drew in stark relief the continued 
struggle to make sense of the country’s deadliest conflict. Margaret 
Mitchell wrote one of the most consequential books of American 
fiction in a tiny basement apartment in Midtown, Atlanta. Nearly 
nine decades later, its impact is still being examined.

Telling Stories: Gone With the Wind and American Memory opens on 
July 10, 2024. Tickets available at atlantahistorycenter.com.

TELLING STORIES

Gone With the Wind & American Memory



ATLANTA HISTORY CENTER 4 HISTORY MATTERS 5

EXHIBITIONS & COLLECTIONS EXHIBITIONS & COLLECTIONS

MARGARET MITCHELL 
HOUSE: A LESSON IN 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ABOVE Before its restoration, Margaret Mitchell House had fallen into extreme disrepair. 
Here it is pictured in the 1980s.

ABOVE Liquor brand Jack Daniels signed on to the early campaign to save 
Margaret Mitchell House from demolition and restore the property.

The journey to save Margaret 
Mitchell House from the 
wrecking ball is a very Atlanta 

story. Energetic community leader  
and former journalist Mary Rose 
Taylor ultimately led the effort to 
completion, including seeing the 
house through two restorations after 
two fires.

The timeline for the preservation of the Margaret Mitchell 
House was a lengthy one. Initial moves towards the preservation 
of the house date back to the early 1980s. The unlikely story 
involves a pioneering federal judge who desegregated the 
University of Georgia Law School, grassroots neighborhood  
activists, and one of the most prominent Mayors in Atlanta’s history.  
All would find themselves at the center of a pivotal court case that 
would help determine the future of historic preservation in Atlanta.

When Margaret Mitchell and John Marsh lived in Apartment No. 
1 of what is today known as the Margaret Mitchell House from 
1925–1932, the building was called Crescent Apartments. The 
building was constructed as a single-family residence in 1898–1899 
before being converted into apartments from 1919–1920. Looking 
around Apartment No. 1 today, it’s tough to imagine that the humble 
one-bedroom apartment served as Mitchell’s home office as she 
penned (or, in this case, as she typed on her Remington typewriter) 
the majority of one of the most influential novels of all time, Gone 
With the Wind. In 1932, Mitchell and Marsh moved on to a different 
apartment building. The subsequent years weren’t kind to Crescent 
Apartments. After a long period of decline, the blighted apartment 
building’s last tenant, photographer Boyd Lewis, moved out in 1977. 
An eyesore, the building sat unoccupied for another decade, but not 
unnoticed.

In the early 1980s, John Taylor (no relation to Mary Rose 
Taylor) moved to the Midtown neighborhood of Atlanta. He 
soon noticed a curious thing: on a regular basis, tour buses were 
stopping for photo ops in front of a run-down old house. Later, 
when taking a walk around the neighborhood, he bumped into  
Deborah James, who told him about the building’s unlikely former  
inhabitant. James had recently relocated to Midtown from 
Columbus, Ohio. She was fascinated with the notable absence of 
tributes to one of Atlanta’s most prominent authors, Margaret 
Mitchell. Despite the popularity of Gone With the Wind, there was no 
location that honored or explored the author’s life and legacy. 

The table was set for the beginnings of a preservation effort. James 
would go on to establish The Margaret Mitchell Museum, a non-
profit dedicated to finding a way to commemorate Mitchell’s life 
and work. John Taylor and his then partner, Weston Sprigg, also 
became interested in the rundown building and founded The 
Margaret Mitchell House, Inc. (also called Mitchell House, Inc.), 
an organization specifically focused on restoring and preserving the 
house itself.

To others still, the Midtown block was prime real estate. In 1985, 
developer Trammell Crow, prior to its current ownership, purchased 
the parcel of land that included Margaret Mitchell House. The 
house was in rough shape following a 1984 fire that damaged much 
of the upper two floors of the building, though the apartment 
where Mitchell and Marsh lived was relatively untouched. After  
considering options, the company applied for a permit to tear 
down the house in August 1987. At that time, the City of Atlanta’s 
historic preservation ordinance simply stated that demolition 
permits for historic structures identified in an Atlanta Urban Design 
Commission citywide historic structures survey had to go before the 
Mayor for approval or denial. Therefore, for months, speculation 
brewed about whether or not then-Mayor Andrew Young would 
sign the permit. The prospects looked grim for Margaret Mitchell 
House; in one newspaper article, the Mayor acknowledged that 
what was being proposed for preservation had most recently been “a 
flophouse.”

BY JACKSON MCQUIGG
Vice President of Properties

AND CLAIRE HALEY
Vice President of Special Projects
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Mitchell House, Inc. worked hard to demonstrate the value of the 
building to Atlanta and to dissuade Mayor Young from signing the 
demolition permit. They commissioned a study to show that the 
house could be operated as an economically viable museum, raised 
money and enlisted pledges for in-kind support for the restoration, 
and even managed to get the famous actress Olivia de Havilland, 
who played the demure and iconic Melanie Wilkes in the movie 
adaptation of the famous work, to personally send a telegram to 
Mayor Young asking him to deny the permit.

After extensive consideration, Mayor Young denied the demolition 
permit in January 1988. The development company sued in Federal 
court the same day. It was a consequential case, and tested a broader 
constitutional question about Atlanta’s preservation ordinance: 
can the denial of a demolition permit for a structure on a portion of 
a larger parcel constitute a legal taking by local government, thus 
violating the fifth amendment? 

The case was assigned to Horace T. Ward, United States District 
Judge. As a student, Ward desegregated the University of Georgia 
Law School and served as the first African American District Judge 
for the Northern District of Georgia. 

Ward ultimately ruled in favor of saving Margaret Mitchell House 
on the merits of established historic preservation precedent. His 
decision in the Atlanta case largely reflected a cornerstone of historic 
preservation law established by a U.S. Supreme Court decision. In 
1978, the Supreme Court decided in Penn Central Transportation 
Co. v. City of New York, which concerned the proposed demolition 
of New York’s Grand Central Station by the railroad which owned it, 
that certain “undue burdens” created by historic designations could 
be considered a taking, but that declining land value alone does not 
constitute a taking. 

In Atlanta, this meant that Mayor Andrew Young’s refusal to sign 
the permit could stand. Justice Ward further found that “historic 
conservation is but one aspect of the much larger problem […] of 
enhancing—or perhaps developing for the first time—the quality of 
life for people.” Finding in favor of the City, Ward concluded that 
“plaintiff’s motion for summary judgement is DENIED […] This 
matter is hereby DISMISSED.” 

Soon, the City would adopt new historic preservation laws, correcting 
some issues with the previous ordinance and establishing processes 
for evaluating building demolition. Today, buildings cannot be 
demolished simply by the stroke of a Mayor’s pen.

Deborah James’ organization The Margaret Mitchell Museum, 
Inc. and Mitchell House, Inc. merged in 1990, but not before 
James married the last tenant of the house, Boyd Lewis. The new 
organization was then known as The Margaret Mitchell House, Inc.
In 1990, Mary Rose Taylor, who had worked for years behind the 
scenes to preserve the house, was named Chairwoman of The 
Margaret Mitchell House, Inc., which was a game changer.  

She would see the project through to ultimate success, even through 
two intensive restoration efforts complicated by unsolved arson 
fires in 1994 and 1996.  Shortly after the 1994 fire, Mary Rose Taylor 
persuaded Fuji Bank, which held a mortgage on Margaret Mitchell 
House, to forgive the mortgage as a step towards preserving the 
house. She then approached automaker Daimler-Benz and secured 
funds for The Margaret Mitchell House, Inc. to acquire the block 

which included both the house and the 1920s historic retail space, 
Commercial Row.

Mary Rose Taylor’s tenacity and skill resulted in the establishment 
of Margaret Mitchell House as a functional museum. The museum 
provided information about Margaret Mitchell, Gone With the Wind 
in book and film, a visitor’s center, and literary programming. In 
2004, she merged the organization with Atlanta History Center, 
which continues to own and operate the property.

Today, safe from demolition and designated a City of Atlanta 
Landmark Building Site, Margaret Mitchell House moves onto 
its next phase—continuing to provide a place for exploring one of 
Atlanta’s most consequential and influential works of literature. 

TOP RIGHT The house was subject to at least four fires, but the two in the 1990s 
were by far the most devastating. Here, the house is pictured burning in 1996, 
and the aftermath was almost total destruction.
BOTTOM RIGHT Mary Rose Taylor is pictured with Dr. Otis Smith, who received 
a scholarship funded by Margaret Mitchell to attend Morehouse College and 
study medicine and later served as Chair of the Margaret Mitchell House Board.
ABOVE A brochure created by one of the original non-profits founded to save 
Margaret Mitchell House.
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MORE 
THAN BRAVE: 
THE LIFE OF 
HENRY AARON

ABOVE Private collectors from around the country loaned items for the 
exhibition, including these baseball cards.

ABOVE Among other personal items, some of Henry Aaron’s Hall of Fame rings 
and awards are on display in the exhibition.

BY CLAIRE HALEY
Vice President of Special Projects

On April 8, 1974, Major League baseball player Henry 
“Hank” Aaron made history when he hit his 715th home 
run. The milestone hit broke legendary baseball player 
Babe Ruth’s record, a major feat in and of itself, but even 
more extraordinary considering the circumstances he 
was up against at the time of the chase, including death 
threats and physical pain. More Than Brave: The Life of 
Henry Aaron explores not only the historic moment in 
baseball history, but the life and legacy of Atlanta’s most 
famous baseball player.

Aaron was born in Mobile, Alabama in 1934. He had limited 
opportunities for formal baseball training and made do with what he 
could, including hitting bottlecaps with a broomstick alongside his 
friends. Jackie Robinson and other Black baseball players made the 
dream of playing baseball professionally real to Aaron—he was 13 
when Robinson started for the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947 and broke 
the color line in Major League Baseball. At age 14, Aaron got to see 
Robinson speak in Mobile.

Aaron’s professional career began with a brief stint in the Negro 
Leagues before moving to the minor leagues. At the age of 20, the 
Boston Braves drafted Aaron, and he came to Atlanta when the team 
relocated in 1966. Initially, he was uncertain about coming to the 
South due to previous experiences in the minor leagues, but letters 
from Black community leaders helped reassure him. From the 
moment he stepped on the field, he was a standout. Even in 2024, he 
still holds multiple records, including runs batted in (RBIs) at 2,297 
and total bases at 6,856.

The home run chase in 1973-1974 captured the attention of the 
entire nation as fans waited to see if Aaron would do what was 
thought to be impossible. Despite the anticipation, not everyone was 
supportive— Aaron received racist death threats and hate mail as 
he closed in on Ruth’s record. Aaron persisted and the crack of the 
bat the evening of April 8, 1974 marked one of the most significant 
moments in American sports. As legendary baseball broadcaster 
Vin Scully called it: “What a marvelous moment for baseball, what 
a marvelous moment for Atlanta and the state of Georgia, what a 
marvelous moment for the country and the world. A Black man is 
getting a standing ovation in the Deep South.”

When Aaron’s professional career as a player came to a close, he 
returned to the Atlanta Braves in a management position, where he 
continued to significantly impact team development. In 1990, Aaron 
made a strong case for pursuing Chipper Jones and other notable 
players, building up the famous 1990s Braves team that won the 
World Series in 1995. He even advised then-catcher Brian Snitker 
to go into coaching—the current World Series-winning coach of the 
Braves. Henry Aaron and his wife, Billye Aaron, were also deeply 
involved in the Atlanta community, founding the Chasing the Dream 
Foundation among other initiatives.

As the milestone anniversary of 715 neared, Atlanta History 
Center was approached by the Atlanta Braves. “Hank Aaron was 
an extraordinary athlete, but also an extraordinary Atlantan. 
When the Braves approached us with the idea of an exhibition, it 
was an immediate yes,” said President & CEO, Sheffield Hale. The 
exhibition contains a multitude of photographs, memorabilia, and 
personal items of Aaron’s, thanks to the contributions of the Aaron 
family, the Atlanta Braves, the National Baseball Hall of Fame, 
Emory University, Negro Leagues Baseball Museum, and personal 
collections from individuals throughout the United States.

On April 8, 2024, Billye Aaron joined Major League Baseball 
commissioner Robert D. Manfred, Atlanta Braves CEO Derek 
Schiller and other notable guests to cut the ribbon and officially open 
the exhibition.

More Than Brave: The Life of Henry Aaron is on view at Atlanta 
History Center until September 2025.

This exhibition is sponsored by the Henry Louis Aaron Fund, The 
Rich’s Foundation, and the Atlanta Braves Foundation

9
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CELEBRATING 50 
YEARS OF HIP HOP

BY LUCY ABELL
Research & Writing Assistant

On December 7th, 2023, the 
Atlanta Mayor’s office, in 
collaboration with its Hip 
Hop 50 task force, hosted a 

ceremony at Atlanta History Center for  
the dedication of a time capsule honoring 
fifty years of hip hop history in Atlanta. 
First played at a party in the Bronx on 
August 11, 1973, hip hop music took off 
and spread south where it quickly became 
popular in Atlanta. The city’s hip-hop 
scene began developing in the 1980s, and 
started to flourish in the 1990s when record 
companies like Big Oomp Records and 
artists such as OutKast and Goodie Mob 
came on the scene. Now, Atlanta is one of 
the ten cities in the United States with the 
strongest and most enduring connections 
to the culture and genre of hip hop.  

Mayor Dickens’ Hip Hop 50 task force was focused on documenting 
and analyzing the last 50 years of hip hop in Atlanta, honoring the 
influence the city has had on the music and the music has had on the 
city. This involved the hosting of concerts, promotion of educational 
art initiatives, and celebration of the work of African American 
filmmakers, among other projects. One such project, which served 
as the culmination of the last year’s celebration of hip hop’s past  
and excitement for hip hop’s future, was the creation of a time  
capsule. Put together in partnership with Atlanta History Center, 
which now hosts its intended contents, the time capsule holds 
mementos, memorabilia, and music donated by Atlanta’s hip hop 
artists and their communities.  

Among other fascinating objects, the time capsule holds signed 
records, magazines, and t-shirts, souvenirs from iconic concerts, 
and a keyboard used by songwriter Dallas Austin in the making of 
hit songs for iconic artists like Madonna and Boyz II Men, covered 
in notes to future viewers of the time capsule’s contents. Presented 
to the broader community during the December 7th event at AHC, 
which celebrated both the time capsule and the yearlong work of  
the Hip Hop 50 task force, the capsule will be opened in 2048 in 
honor of hip hop’s 75th birthday.  

ATLANTA HISTORY CENTER

ABOVE Memorabilia from the hip hop time capsule.

THIS PAGE Guests, including Atlanta Mayor Andre Dickens, enjoyed an event 
celebrating the dedication of the time capsule.
RIGHT Dallas Austin enjoys the December 7th festivities dedicating the time 
capsule.
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HEAD 
HEART 
HANDS & 
HISTORY
BY COURTNEY MIXON
Fulton County 4-H Agent

ATLANTA HISTORY CENTER 12

GOIZUETA GARDENS

Georgia 4-H began in Georgia as a corn club for 
boys in Newton County in 1904. The history 
of Georgia’s program is rich and deep, but the 
program and its work has evolved over the  
nearly 120 years of its existence. Atlanta  
History Center has a unique partnership with 
4-H, which is the largest youth leadership 
program in the country. The Atlanta History 
Center program supports Fulton County 
Extension and 4-H in an urban area, bringing it 
back to Atlanta.

Georgia 4-H operates as an arm of the Public Service and Outreach 
unit of University of Georgia Extension service. Cooperative 
Extension has offices in every county across the state and 
provides services and knowledge in the areas of Agriculture & 
Natural Resources, Family & Consumer Science, and 4-H/Youth 
Development.

Through Atlanta History Center’s partnership with Fulton County 
Extension/4-H, youth gain access to free and low-cost programming 
in the areas of STEM and Agriculture, Healthy Living, and  
Community & Citizenship. Atlanta History Center’s mission, 
connecting people, history, culture, overlaps with Georgia 4-H in 
a variety of ways. 4-H looks to help youth become self-directing, 
contributing members of society and give them skills to create change 
and build confidence. Fulton County 4-H achieves this goal through 
community clubs, service, and youth development opportunities 

Atlanta History Center is the ideal location for 4-H in Fulton County, 
thanks to the expanse of meticulously maintained gardens, the 
historic farm, and the institutional focus on civics education and a 
desire to help bridge divides between urban and rural Georgia. One 
of the large public programs is 4-H Day at Atlanta History Center 
each July. Youth from across the state (some traveled up to 4.5 
hours!) are invited via their local 4-H club to attend this special event 
with activities that are only featured on this day. Selected activities 
activate each of the 4-H core values, including through highlighting 
artifacts including campaign buttons from the museum collections, 
hosting activities like button making for youth-led campaigns, and 
providing access to experiences like the exhibition, Cyclorama: The 
Big Picture, the documentary Monument: The Untold Story of Stone 
Mountain, visiting Smith Farm, and more. Youth are exposed to 
multiple perspectives and untold stories on historical subjects. 

This event is open to the public and the activities are included with 
the price of admission. We hope to see you at this year’s program on 
July 18th!

Year round activities include the Atlanta History Center Community 
4-H Club, which meets monthly on selected Sunday afternoons 
in McElreath Hall. Sessions are 1.5 hours long and the club is free 
to join. Youth grades K-12 participate in age-appropriate STEM, 
Agriculture, Citizenship, and Community Service Activities. Each 
meeting includes a community service activity, standards aligned 
lesson, and team/leadership building games led by the Community 
Club Officers. The 4-H club also highlights other activities offered 
throughout the month at a variety of locations, at Atlanta History 
Center, and virtually. Examples of supplemental activities include 
summer camp, leadership conferences, special interest clubs 
(Forestry, STEM), Judging Teams, Project Achievement, and more. 
Youth are encouraged to determine their “spark” of interest and 
explore it with the support of caring adults.

Enrolling in Fulton County 4-H at the Atlanta History Center is 
simple! Visit extension.uga.edu/fulton and follow the page prompts, 
or email our county 4-H Agent, Courtney Mixon at courtney.mixon@
uga.edu for a comprehensive welcome email. You can engage with 
Fulton County Extension on Instagram at @uga_fulton_extension. RIGHT Goizueta Gardens staff members demonstrate beekeeping.

BELOW Children created hands-on crafts during last year’s 4-H Day.

ABOVE 4-H Day included the opportunity to meet all kinds of animals.
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SWAN HOUSE BALL
2023
In the spirit of the original Swan House 

owner, Emily Inman, the Swan House 
Ball is an Atlanta tradition steeped in 
elegance and community. Since 1986, 
some of Atlanta’s greatest business, 

social, and community leaders have come 
together each year for a night of fun, fashion, 
fellowship, and philanthropy. While the look, 
feel, and themes of the ball have dramatically 
changed over time, the mission remains the 
same—to raise funds to support the annual 
operations of Atlanta History Center and its 
educational programs while honoring those 
who have given not just to the History Center, 
but to the city of Atlanta. 

The 37th Annual Swan House Ball took place on Friday, April 14th 
2023. Honoring Jenny Pruitt, Executive Chairman and Founder of 
Atlanta Fine Homes Sotheby’s International Realty, the Ball was 
chaired by Juanita P. Baranco and Camille Brannon. Guests enjoyed 
an elegant evening celebrating the business and philanthropic  
legacy of Pruitt, who began her real estate career in Atlanta in 1968. 
In 2007, she founded Atlanta Fine Homes Sotheby’s International 
Realty. The company now has over 500 agents in the Atlanta area  
and generated over $4.3 billion in sales in 2022. Amongst her 
numerous accolades, Jenny served on Atlanta History Center’s 
board of trustees from 2008-2014 and chaired the 2019 Swan  
House Ball. 

Lead Sponsors of the 37th Annual Swan House Ball included: 

PRESENTING SPONSOR
Norfolk Southern

DIAMOND SPONSORS
Campbell & Brannon
Camille and Wade Brannon
Cox Enterprises
Jenny and Bob Pruitt and Atlanta Fine Homes Sotheby’s 
International Realty
UPS

PLATINUM SPONSORS
Sherry and David Abney
Delta Air Lines
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Home Luxury Real Estate
The Carol and Ramon Tomé Family Fund

1 Guests enjoy cocktails on the Swan House Lawn.
2 Event Chairs Camille Brannon and Juanita Baranco address guests at the Ball. 
3 Guests enjoy dinner in the Grand Overlook. 
4 Corporate Chair Carol Tomé, Chief Executive Officer, UPS.
5 Guests dance to Rupert’s Orchestra in the Allen Atrium. 

1

4

2
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AN EVENING 
IN THE RED 
ROOM: A 
CELEBRATION 
OF THE DESIGN 
LEGACY OF 
RUBY ROSS 
WOOD

To celebrate the opening of Atlanta History 
Center’s temporary exhibition, The Road to 
Good Taste: The Design Life of Ruby Ross Wood, 
Atlanta History Center hosted an elegant 
reception at Swan House to introduce Atlanta’s 
design and architectural community to Wood’s 
trailblazing legacy. Guests were free to explore 
Swan House and its exhibitions while enjoying 
food from Alex Hitz and Soiree Catering 
under a beautiful tent decorated by Hitz on 
the Column Side lawn. Funds raised from An 
Evening in the Red Room helped support the 
institution’s operating expenses, including the 
vital work needed for the ongoing care and 
maintenance of Swan House. 

Atlanta History Center is grateful to the generous sponsors of An 
Evening in the Red Room: 

PRESENTING SPONSORS
Ansley Real Estate Christie’s International Real Estate
Soiree Catering and Events

RUBY SPONSORS
Mandy Culpepper Interior Design
D. Stanley Dixon Architect
Sarah Kennedy
Jacquelynne P. Lanham Designs, Inc. 
Carolyn Malone Interiors

SWAN SPONSORS
Serena Aiken Finnerty Interiors
T. Blake Segars Architecture

1 Event sponsor T. Blake Segars and guests
2 Event sponsor Jackye Lanham and guests
3 Guests mingle under the tent at Swan House
4 Event Sponsors Mandy Culpepper and Stan Dixon.
5 Guests enjoy cocktails under the tent decorated by Alex Hitz. 
6 Guests were free to explore the exhibition The Road to Good Taste: 
The Design Life of Ruby Ross Wood open through June 30, 2024. 

4

5

6
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2
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The 38th Annual Swan House Ball was held on Saturday, April 20th, 
2024. Honoring Patrice and Ernest Greer, the event was chaired 
by Jocelyn Hunter and Caryl Greenberg Smith. Guests enjoyed a 
beautiful evening to pay tribute to the Greers’ philanthropic and 
entrepreneurial legacy. Patrice is a native Atlantan, president 
of Creative Concourse Concepts, and was the chair of the 2018 
Swan House Ball. Ernest is president of Greenberg Traurig, LLP 
and served as chair of Atlanta History Center’s Board of Trustees 
from 2017-2018. Together, Patrice and Ernest Greer embody a 
remarkable partnership, not only in their 35 years of marriage but 
also in their shared commitment to community engagement and 
professional excellence. Their contributions have significantly 
impacted Atlanta’s social fabric, from health care and legal reform 
to education and the arts. Proud parents of two daughters, Kendall 
and Lauryn, and new grandparents, they continue to inspire through 
their leadership, vision, and philanthropy. 

Lead Sponsors of the 38th Annual Swan House Ball included: 

PRESENTING SPONSOR
Greenberg Traurig

DIAMOND SPONSORS
Cox Enterprises
Kelly Loeffler and Jeff Sprecher
Norfolk Southern

PLATINUM SPONSORS
Sherry and David Abney
The Coca-Cola Company
Georgia Natural Gas
Georgia-Pacific
Georgia Power
Southern Company Gas

A full list of sponsors and patrons will appear in the next issue of 
History Matters.

The Swan House Ball remains an integral part of community support 
for Atlanta History Center’s operations. Altogether, the 2023 and 
2024 Balls raised over $2 million for critical operating support. 
Atlanta History Center is deeply grateful to all of our donors and 
patrons who ensured the success of both the 2023 and 2024 Swan 
House Balls. The 39th Annual Swan House Ball will be held on 
Saturday, April 26th, 2025. Further details will be announced in due 
course. 

SWAN 
HOUSE 
BALL 2024

1 Carol and DePriest Waddy.
2 Left to right: Erica and Neil Tarabadkar with Emily and Michael Hertz.
3 2024 Swan House Ball Honorees Patrice and Ernest Greer address guests in 
the Grand Overlook Ballroom.
4 Left to right: Kendall Greer Smith, Lauryn Greer, and Justin Mott.
5 Left to right: AHC Board Chair Bill Peard and Carey Peard; Ken Smith and 
2024 SHB Co-chair Caryl Smith; 2024 SHB Honorees Patrice and Ernest Greer; 
2024 SHB Co-chair Jocelyn Hunter; Elizabeth Hale and AHC President & CEO 
Sheffield Hale 

5
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SUPPORT
2022–2023 ANNUAL FUND— 
INSIDERS

Gifts made between July 1, 2022, and 
June 30, 2023 

The 1926 Circle
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Allan
Mrs. Thomas J. Asher
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth L. Bazzle
Mr. and Mrs. C. Duncan Beard
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Blackney
Mr. Chris M. Carlos
Mr. and Mrs. Beverly M. DuBose III
Mr. and Mrs. Reade Fahs, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Fox
Mr. and Mrs. J. Rex Fuqua
Mr. and Mrs. Carl I. Gable
Mr. and Mrs. P. Alston Glenn
Mr. and Mrs. S. Taylor Glover
Dr. Juliet Asher and Mr. Michael Golden
Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Gregory, Jr. 
Mr. Robert H. Gunn
Mrs. Terrell W. Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond A. Jones III
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Kennedy
Mrs. Carl W. Knobloch, Jr.
Ms. Carla Knobloch
Mr. and Mrs. John F. McMullan
Mr. James B. Miller, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. C. Read Morton, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard D. Palefsky
Mr. and Mrs. Solon P. Patterson
Mrs. Larry L. Prince
Mr. Daniel B. Rather
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas F. Reid
Ms. Ruth Magness Rollins
Mr. and Mrs. Alan F. Rothschild
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Schlesinger
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Shearer, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Spalding
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Tassopoulos
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Thomas, Jr.
Mrs. Anne G. Weltner
Waffle House

Phoenix Society
Mr. and Mrs. A. Beaumont Allen 
Mrs. Beaumont Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick L. Allen III
Mr. and Mrs. Dameron Black III
Mr. and Mrs. Russell E. Butner
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Curry
Ms. Jennifer Dorian

Mr. and Mrs. W. Douglas Ellis, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul G. Engle
Dr. Corinne Erickson and 

Mr. William Skeean
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Goodsell
Mr. and Mrs. Cleburne Gregory III
Mr. and Mrs. Wiliam F. Henagan
Mr. and Mrs. Henry L. Howell
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Irby
Mr. and Mrs. W. Thomas Johnson
Ms. Joia M. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. J. Hicks Lanier II
LUBO Fund, Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Will D. Magruder
Mr. and Mrs. George T. Manning
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Wade T. Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Montag
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Morgens
Mrs. Albert N. Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon P. Ramsey
Ms. Susan D. Rolih
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Vogel
Ms. Kathy Waller and 

Mr. Kenneth Goggins
Mr. and Mrs. S. Zachry Young

Chairman’s Circle
Mr. and Mrs. David Abney
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Adams
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Alston, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Anderson, Jr.
Ms. Katy Barksdale
Mr. and Mrs. Dan W. Boone III
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Connell
Mr. Joseph Damato
Ms. Suzanne E. Mott Dansby
Mr. and Mrs. David Dempsey
Ms. Diane Dudley
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore R. French, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Tom Gay
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew L. Ghertner
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas K. Glenn
Mr. David F. Golden
Mrs. Henry C. Grady III
Mrs. Louise S. Gunn
Dr. and Mrs. John B. Hardman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Holder
Mr. and Mrs. Howell Hollis III
Mrs. Ann Pegram Howington
Mr. Edward H. Inman II
Dr. Jiong Yan and Mr. Baxter P. Jones

Mr. and Mrs. David B. Kahn
Mr. and Mrs. Alan R. Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Lassiter III
Mrs. Cara Anne Isdell Lee and 

Mr. Zak Isdell Lee
Mr. S. Jarvin Levison
Mrs. Frank H. Maier, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. T. Randolph Merrill 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Miles
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Miller
Ms. Florence L. Moran
Mrs. H. Burke Nicholson III
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Peard
Mrs. Clarence H. Ridley
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy C. Schroeder
Count and Countess Ferdinand C. Seefried
Mr. and Mrs. Al Sherrod
Mr. R. Charles Shufeldt
Mr. and Mrs. H. Bronson Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Street
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan C.W. Tate
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Taylor IV
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Thomas
Ms. Julie Vickers
Ms. Barbara A. White
Mr. Robert A. Yellowlees

Benefactor’s Circle
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel S. Baldwin, Jr.
Governor and Mrs. Roy E. Barnes
Ms. Chloe Barzey and 

Mr. Ralph Donaldson, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey C. Baxter
Mr. Arthur M. Blank
The Estate of Lucinda W. Bunnen
Mr. and Mrs. F. Dean Copeland
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse C. Crawford
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence W. Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Deveau
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Dreyer
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Flock
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Fryer
Mr. and Mrs. Edward T. M. Garland
Mrs. Paul M. Hawkins
Mr. and Mrs. Hilton H. Howell, Jr. 
Mr. Barry Hutner and 

Mr. Allen H Evans, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Bahman M. Irvani
Mr. and Mrs. James MacGinnitie
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Millard
Mr. and Mrs. W. Thomas Mobley, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Moseley
Mr. and Mrs. Graham S. Nicholson, Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Quigley
Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Reeves
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Ritter
Mrs. J. Mack Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse A. Sasser, Jr.
Mrs. Laura S. Spearman
Dr. and Mrs. John Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Whitaker
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Wilson III

Director’s Roundtable
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Adler
Dr. Diane Alexander and 

Mr. Kent Alexander
Mr. Shepard B. Ansley
Mr. and Mrs. H. Ross Arnold III
Mr. and Mrs. Jorge Arrieta
Mr. Joel Babbit
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Baker
Mrs. Julia W. Balloun
Ms. Eleanor Banister
Ms. Patricia T. Barmeyer and 

Mr. Ward Wight
Mrs. Eleanor A. Barton
Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Battle
Dr. Ann F. Beach and Mr. John H. Beach
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey W. Bell
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen M. Berman
Mr. Merritt S. Bond
Mr. and Mrs. Elliott E. Brack
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Brown
Mr. and Mrs. W. Wheeler Bryan
Mr. Thomas Burleigh
Mr. and Mrs. Bickerton W. Cardwell, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Carlock
Mrs. Anne H. Carson
The Honorable and Mrs. Saxby Chambliss
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Cheatham
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Chickering
Mrs. Carol J. Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Courts II
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Edward S. Croft III
Dr. and Mrs. O. Anderson Currie, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. George Darden
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Darden III
Mr. and Mrs. F. T. Davis, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Nikola Richard Djuric
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph B. Doyle
Mr. and Mrs. Merritt Dyke
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Egan III
Dr. Mark Elgart and Mrs. Cecily J Elgart
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Ellard
Mr. and Mrs. H. Alan Elsas
Dr. Julia V. Emmons
Mrs. Clayton H. Farnham
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Ferguson
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Fowler
Mrs. Alice Bell Fraser
Mrs. Paul R. Freeman
Ms. Lisa B. Fuller
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence L. Gellerstedt III

Mr. and Mrs. Louis A. Gerland III
Mrs. Robert Glenn
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Goddard III
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Gorday
Mrs. Julia J. Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Gray
Mr. Ronald Green
Mrs. Helen C. Griffith
Reverend and Mrs. J. Spurgeon Hays
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Hill, Jr.
Mr. Alexander Hitz
Mrs. Susanne W. Howe
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton F. Jackson
Ms. Sally C. Y. Jobe
Mr. and Mrs. Eric J. Joiner
Ms. Gay T. Jolley
The Honorable Wendy Shoob and 

Mr. Walter Jospin
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly Keappler
Dr. William R. Kenny and 

Mr. Alfred D. Kennedy
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Keough
Mr. William D. Kilgore
Dr. Anne Knutson and Mr. Todd Knutson
Mr. and Mrs. W. Theodore Kresge, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. S. Robert Lathan
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Mannelly
Mr. and Mrs. Keith W. Mason
Mr. Robert B. McClain
Mrs. Hugh C. McLeod III
Mr. and Mrs. John E. McMullan
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander G. Morehouse
Mr. and Mrs. W. Hampton Morris
Mr. and Mrs. C. V. Nalley III
Mr. Allen Nance
Ms. Ann Starr and Mr. Kent Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd C. Newton III
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Newton
Mrs. Frank C. Owens, Jr.
Mr. William A. Parker III
Mrs. William A. Parker, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. E. Fay Pearce, Jr.
Mrs. Martha M. Pentecost
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Pietri, Jr.
Ms. Elizabeth B. Pittman
Dr. Louis Prevosti
Mrs. Letita A. Radford
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Reiser
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie S. Rigby
Mr. and Mrs. Al Robertson
Dr. Edith M. Rogers and 

Mr. Michael M. Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H. Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Rosenbaum
Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Russell
Ms. Teya Ryan
Dr. and Mrs. Rein Saral
Ms. Katherine Scott
Dr. Wendy Wright Seigler and 

Dr. Brandon Seigler

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Shields, Jr.
Ms. Margaret Staats
Mr. and Mrs. Edward P. Stahel III
Mr. and Mrs. John K. Sullivan II
Mrs. Kenneth S. Taratus
Ms. Triska A. Drake and 

Mr. G. Kimbrough Taylor, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Toren
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Voyles
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Webster
Mr. and Mrs. Winston E. Weinmann
Dr. and Mrs. W. Hamilton Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis C. Winchester
Mr. and Mrs. David D. Withers
Mr. and Mrs. Micahel A. Woocher
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis L. Zakas

Patron
Dr. Robert Adamson and 

Ms. Laura Betancourt
Mrs. Kathryn Alvelda
Mr. A. James Anderson and 

Ms. Susan M. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Jorge Arrieta
Mr. and Mrs. R. Lawrence Ashe, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. George W. P. Atkins, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Barwick
Mrs. Ida P. Benton
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Bergeson
Dr. and Mrs. Jay Berkelhamer
Mr. and Mrs. G. Dennis Berry
Dr. R. Dwain Blackston
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Blaisdell
Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Block
Mr. Ron Bloom and Ms. Judith Lyon
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Boice
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Bridges III
Mr. and Mrs. Frank D. Brown
Mrs. Marcie Brown
Ms. Janine Brown and 

Mr. Alexander J. Simmons, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Norris A. Broyles III
Mr. and Mrs. Fred P. Burke
Dr. John A. Burrison
Dr. Thomas Callaway
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Candler, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Carreker
Mrs. Carolyn Caswell
Mrs. Lana S. Cauble
Mr. Gregory Cavanagh
Mrs. Nancy L. Chambers
Mr. Daniel J. Chen
Mr. and Mrs. J. Donald Childress
Dr. Benjamin C. Clark, Jr.
Mrs. Thomas H. Clarke
Dr. and Mrs. Gregg Codelli
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil D. Conlee
Ms. Evelyn A. Connally
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome M. Cooper
Mr. James E. Copeland III
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cramer
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SWAN HOUSE BALL

Honoree
Jenny Pruitt

Event Chairs
Juanita P. Baranco
Camille Brannon

Corporate Chair
Carol Tomé

Host Committee Chairs
Greer and Bryan Pope
Sally and Ross Singletary

Patron Chairs
Felicia and Billy Huger

Ladies & Gentlemen’s Committee Chairs
Nancy and Randy Rizor

Presenting Sponsor
Norfolk Southern

Diamond Sponsors
Camille and Wade Brannon
Campbell & Brannon
Cox Enterprises
Jenny and Bob Pruitt and Atlanta Fine Homes 

Sotheby’s International Realty
UPS

Platinum Sponsors
Sherry and David Abney
Delta Air Lines
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Home Luxury Real Estate
The Carol and Ramon Tomé Family Fund

Gold Sponsors
The Baranco Family Fund
Georgia Power
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton
Ruth Magness Rollins
Wells Fargo

Silver Sponsors
Betsy and Scott Akers
Arrow Exterminators
Juanita and Gregory Baranco
Chick-fil-A
Chubb Insurance
Genuine Parts
Georgia-Pacific
Douglas J. Hertz Family Foundation
Homrich Berg Wealth Management
Senator Kelly Loeffler and 

Jeff Sprecher
Rollins, Inc. 
Truist

Bronze Sponsors
Accenture
Ameris Bank
Buckhead Coalition
Aimee and Tom Chubb
DLA Piper
Peter F. Finnerty, Jr. 
First Horizon
Duvall and Rex Fuqua
Elizabeth and Sheffield Hale
Jocelyn Hunter
Kim and Michael Mansfield
Mercedes Benz of Buckhead
Northside Hospital
PNC
Regions Bank
Thomas Blake Segers
Melody and Joe Thomas
Waffle House
Kathy Waller
YAH

Host Committee
Sherry and David Abney
Betsy and Scott Akers
Wendy and Neil Aronson
Juanita and Gregory Baranco
Carolyn and Bill Baker
Liz and Frank Blake
Camille and Wade Brannon
Aimee and Tom Chubb
Caroline and David Crawford
Robin and Stockton Croft
Jackie and Jimmy Cushman
Vanessa and Robin Delmer
Ann and Merritt Dyke
Peter F. Finnerty, Jr. 
Duvall and Rex Fuqua
Patrice and Ernest Greer
Elizabeth and Sheffield Hale
Stephanie and Marc Hardy
Jocelyn Hunter
Frances and Jim Kerr
Linda Klein and Michael Neuren
Stacy and Donald Leeburn
Seale and Andrew Lindsay
Senator Kelly Loeffler and 

Jeff Sprecher
Kim and Michael Mansfield
Sonia and Gerry Mize
Kim and Clay Nalley
Victoria and Howard Palefsky
Laura and Tom Pearce
Carey and Bill Peard
Leigh and Tee Pollard
Greer and Bryan Pope
Helen Smith Price and 

Dr. Albenny Price
Cynthia and Michael Reid
Nancy and Randy Rizor
Kathleen and Gary Rollins

Thomas Blake Segers
Sally and Ross Singletary 
Julie and Bill Smith
Lisa and David Songy
Melody and Joe Thomas
Carol and Ramon Tomé
Barbara White
Wilmington Trust
Mimi and Gerry Woodruff

Patrons
Alison and Beau Allen
Valerie and Cotten Alston
Courtney and Paul Amos
Sandra and Dan Baldwin
Governor and Mrs. Roy Barnes
Chloe Barzey and Ralph Donaldson
Stephen Beckwith
Gina and Britt Buchanan
Helen A. Carlos and Ron Hilliard
Cresset Capital
Caroline Jones Davis
Blake Dickey and Ashley Muir
Carrie Diewock
Carol and Charles Doty
Vivien and Sam DuBose
Corrine Erickson and Will Skean
Kwynn and Christopher Everest
Serena Aiken Finnerty
Simons Pinckney Finnerty
Frances and Michael Flock
Sandy and Tom Gay
Richard Hays and Goga Vukotic
Maxine Hudson
Felicia and Billy Huger
Edward H. Inman II 
May Ellen and Charlie Jones
Carla Knobloch
Ruth and Robert Laurens
Kathy and Richard Lee
Kim and Greg Marks
Barbara and Frank Marxer
Ann and Sid Mashburn
Stella Martin
Leslie McLeod
Judy Zaban Miller and Lester Miller
Rhonda and Gene Milner
Jackie and Tony Montag
Lynn and Charlie Morgan
Sandra Hall Mulrain
Lombard and Everett Puri
Jane Douglas and Tom Reynolds
Marty Rodgers
Deen Day Sanders
Stacy and Sachin Shailendra
Anne and Tim Sheehan
Dean and Bronson Smith
Smith + Howard
Nola and Andy Stull
Synovus
Ed Voyles Automotive Group

Ms. Joan Cravey
Mr. and Mrs. Harold T. Daniel, Jr.
Mrs. Mary Virginia Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Dinerman
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Donnell, Jr. 
Mr. Michael Doyle and Ms. Bunny Winter
Dr. D. Peter Drotman and 

Ms. Carolyn Arakaki
Mr. and Mrs. Brian G. Dyson
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Easterlin
Mr. Pat Epps
Miss Elizabeth Ernst
Mr. Seth Euster Esq and 

Ms. Caitlyn M Ruskell
Mr. Chance Evans
Mr. and Mrs. W. Daniel Faulk, Jr.
Ms. Ibirimote Feghabo and 

Mr. Noah Mason
Mr. Arnold Feinstein & Ms. Gigi Bugg
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence L. Gellerstedt III
Mr. and Mrs. Walter A. George III
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Glover
Mr. and Mrs. Marion B. Glover
Ms. Pam Glustrom and 

Mr. Robert Glustrom
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Goldsmith, Jr. 
Mrs. Carol Lanier Goodman
Mrs. Lathem Gordon and 

Mrs. Cate Dunning
Ms. Susan Atkinson Gregory
Mr. Joe N. Guy
Mr. and Mrs. Mandrell Gwyn
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Haining
Mr. Alan Halpern and Ms. Robin Lubin
Mr. and Mrs. G. Marc Hamburger
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Harkey
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon H. Harper
Mrs. E. Rhodes Haverty
Mr. and Mrs. Philip C. Henry
Ms. Virginia Hepner and 

Mr. Malcolm Barnes
Mrs. Meg Heyer
Mr. Charles W. Hicks, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Hodgman Esq. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack K. Holland
Mr. Harry C. Howard
Dr. and Mrs. James M. Hughes
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Hyman, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard G. Imlay
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Jaje
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Jones
Ms. Jane P. Harmon and 

Mr. H. Mikell Jones
Ms. Anne H. Morgan and 

Mr. James F. Kelley
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Kesterton
Ms. C. Denise Kilpatrick
Mrs. Ann Klamon
Mr. and Mrs. Karl E. Korbett
Mrs. Susan Kreuzer
Mr. and Mrs. E. T. Laird

Ms. Linda LaManna
Ms. Judy Lampert and 

Ms. Alex Rachel Lampert
Mr. and Mrs. James Landers
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Lanham
Mr. George H. Lanier
Mr. and Mrs. Nolan C. Leake
Dr. J. Bancroft Lesesne and 

Mr. Randolph Henning
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Letson
Mr. and Mrs. Guy Long
Mrs. Clay C. Long
Mr. and Mrs. Gary C. Lovett
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph F. MacDonald III
Dr. Andrea Mallet and 

Mrs. Gloria Mallet
Dr. and Mrs. Martin Margolies
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Margolin
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Lowley
Ms. Corinne Mateyak
Mrs. Karen L. McCarty
Mrs. Laura McCarty
Dr. and Mrs. William M. McClatchey
Sara June and Michael McDavid
Mrs. Krista McMichen and 

Mr. Mark McMichen
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. McTier
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Mitchell, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph R. Morrison
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Moye
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Mullins
Dr. Alexa Murzyn and 

Mrs. Alexis D. Murzyn
Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Mutz
Mr. and Mrs. John Muzzy
Mr. and Mrs. Horace D. Nalle
Mr. Fred Newman
Mr. and Mrs. David Norris
Dr. and Mrs. W. Felton Norwood, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Odom, Jr.
Ms. Katharine O’Hare
Mr. Donald Orr and Mrs. Marcia Knight
Mr. and Mrs. John K. Ottley, Jr.
Mrs. Natalae W. Parker
Ms. Stephanie Parker and 

Mr. James C. Nobles, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Patrick
Mr. and Mrs. Albert M. Pearson
Mr. and Mrs. John Pearson
Mr. and Mrs. H. Sadler Poe
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Poe
Mrs. Lula P. Post
Ms. Kathleen A. Powell
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Pressly
Mr. and Ms. Chris Quigley
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ratonyi
Mr. James Rhoden, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Rhodes
Mrs. Kathleen A. Rieter
Mr. and Mrs. Mark B. Riley
Mrs. and Dr. Fred Rosenberg

Mr. and Mrs. David Schlosnagle
Mr. and Mrs. Christian B. Schoen
Ms. Marion C. Sharp
Ms. Mary Long and Mr. Paul R. Shlanta
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Shuster
Mrs. Carter Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Spence, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Spiegel
Mr. Frederick Spitzmiller and 

Mr. Robert Norris
Ms. Kristen A. Keirsey and 

Mr. William H. Stanhope
Mrs. John C. Staton, Jr.
Ms. Claire Sterk and Mr. Kirk Elifson
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Stokes
Dr. and Mrs. Louis W. Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene L. Surber
Mr. James Sustman and Dr. Jane St. Clair
Mr. and Ms. Darrell Sutton
Mrs. Sally C. Swann
Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Tartikoff
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Taylor
Mr. Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr.
Ms. Mary Lynne Thompson
Ms. Mary Thurlow
Mr. William J. Todd
Ms. Annie York Trujillo and 

Mr. Raul F. Trujillo
Dr. and Mrs. Reed Tuckson
Mr. Irfan Vaid and Ms. Maria Baloch
Ms. Agnes J. Van Ryn
Ms. Jessica VanLanduyt and 

Ms. Denise VanLanduyt
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vassey
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph B. Vivona
Mr. and Ms. David Vogt
Ms. Julia Waterfill
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Wepfer
Dr. and Mrs. James H. Wheeler
Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. White, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher G. Willett
Ms. Katherine W. Williams
Mrs. Ann S. Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Oran Woodall
Mrs. Lawson Yow
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Zacks
Mr. and Mrs. Kendall Zeliff
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Cynthia Widener Wall and James A. Wall
Farris Watkins and Willie Watkins 

EXHIBITION SUPPORT

Emmett Till & Mamie Till-Mobley: 
Let the World See
The Rich Foundation

The Road to Good Taste: 
The Design Life of Ruby Ross Wood
The Estate of Mrs. Emily Bourne Grigsby
The Estate of Harvey M. Smith
Atlanta Homes & Lifestyles

EDUCATION & PUBLIC PROGRAMS*

AEC Trust
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Allan
Besse Johnson and George Blanton Allen 
Memorial Foundation
George M. Brown Trust Fund
Chick-fil-A
Mr. Paul Clifford
Moore Colson
Ms. Mandy Culpepper
General Society of Colonial Wars
Georgia Council for The Arts
Georgia Power Company
Jack and Anne Glenn Charitable Foundation
Hills Family Foundation
Sidney Isenberg Lecture Fund
Jackson Spalding
Donald and Marilyn Keough Foundation
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
Mr. Randall Kirsch
Ray M. and Mary Elizabeth Lee Foundation, Inc.
Livingston Foundation, Inc.
The Nissan Foundation
Publix Super Markets Charities
Regions Bank
The River Foundation, Inc.
J. William and Elizabeth S. Robinson 
Foundation
Frances Wood Wilson Foundation, Inc.
World War II Foundation
The Zeist Foundation, Inc.

CAPITAL & ENDOWMENT GIFTS*

The Estate of Mrs. Emily Bourne Grigsby
JBS Foundation

GENERAL OPERATING SUPPORT*

Ms. Natalie Bernstein
Mr. Joseph H. Boland, Jr.
The John and Rosemary Brown Family 
Foundation
Vaughan W. Brown Family Foundation
Connolly Family Foundation, Inc.
Continental Society Daughters of Indian Wars
The Dozen Dimes Foundation
The Ellis Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Louise S. Gunn
Ms. Rebecca L. Hendrix and Mr. Wyche Fowler
The Douglass Hill Trust
Jackson Spalding
Klein and Company, Inc.
The Martha and Wilton Looney Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Mary Ruth McDonald
Mr. and Mrs. John K. Ottley, Jr.
Richard and Karen Parker Family Charitable 
Fund
Mr. and Mrs. J. Thomas Ratchford, Jr.
Seda Vale Foundation, Inc.
Shepherd Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Dudley Stevens
Mrs. Anne G. Weltner

SPECIAL THANKS*

Anonymous
Lucy Rucker Aiken Fund
Bank of America
Bloomberg Philanthropies
The Burton Family Foundation
Thalia and Michael C. Carlos Foundation
Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta
Continental Society Daughters of Indian Wars
The Frances and Beverly DuBose Foundation, 
Inc.
Georgia Historical Records Advisory Board
Jack and Anne Glenn Charitable Foundation
GWAVE Productions
Mr. and Mrs. F. Sheffield Hale
The Imlay Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Ozzie Johnson, Jr.
Knobloch Family Foundation
MailChimp
Massey Charitable Trust
Mimosa Garden Club
National Film Preservation Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Noonan
Norfolk Southern Corporation
Peachtree Garden Club
Dr. and Mrs. Hal S. Raper, Jr.
Mrs. Herman J. Russell
The Sheffield-Harrold Charitable Trust
Tegna Foundation
Thornton-Venable Charitable Trust
The Vasser Woolley Foundation

*Gifts of $1,000 or above.
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Please visit atlantahistorycenter.com/governance for audited financials and forms 990. 

FY2023 Operating Revenue with 5 Year Data

FY2023

Contributions 
Admissions 
Retail Sales and Rental Revenue (net) 
Endowment Draw
Special Projects

FY2023 Operating Expenses with 5 Year Data

FY2023

Personnel
Facilities
Marketing
Programs
Technology
Other Administrative

 FY2019 FY2020 FY2021 FY2022 FY2023

Contributions $2 ,713,756 25% $3,404,134 32% $3,185,157 32% $2,363,889 19% $2,333,828 17%

Admissions  $1,619,377 15% $1,178,167 11% $627,677 6% $875,673 6% $1,064,951 8%

Retail Sales and 
Rental Revenue (Net)

$2,376,507 22% $1,863,426 18% $1,574,641 16% $4,335,859 34% $5,927,435 44%

Endowment Draw $4,105,301 38% $3,492,297 33% $3,902,500 39% $3,716,856 30% $4,020,683 30%

Special Projects — 0% $661,300 6% $704,736 7% $1,323,544 10% — 0%

Total Operating Revenue $10,814,940 100%  $10,599,323 100% $9,994,711 100% $12,660,822 100% $13,346,898 100%

FY2019  FY2020 FY2021 FY2022 FY2023

Personnel  $5,767,946 55% $5,401,651 56%  $5,085,471 57%  $5,274,557 52% $6,447,585 48%

Facilities  $2,135,719 20% $2,248,096 23%  $2,105,716 24%  $2,366,177 23% $2,633,621 20%

Marketing  $185,038 2%  $64,475 1%  $42,143 0%  $207,439 2% $110,438 1%

Programs  $261,280 2%  $290,558 3%  $154,312 2%  $324,554 3% $342,653 3%

Technology  $518,404 5%  $574,363 6%  $612,820 7%  $783,036 8% $755,962 6%

Other Administrative  $1,184,109 11%  $1,085,714 11%  $943,600 11%   $1,210,903 12%  $1,717,682 13%  

Special Projects $418,950 4% — 0% — 0% — 0% $1,324,090 10%

Total Operating Expenses $10,471,445 100%  $9,664,858 100%  $8,944,062 100%  $10,166,667 100% $13,332,032 100%

Atlanta History Center Operating Revenue & Expenses

Operating Revenue (net) Operating Expenses
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Atlanta History Center Endowment

Irrevocable Beneficial Interest Trusts AHC Managed
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RESEARCHING 
YOUR FAMILY 
HISTORY AT 
KENAN 
RESEARCH 
CENTER
Traditionally considered the domain of gray-
haired researchers sitting in dusty libraries, 
family history research has moved into the 
mainstream, appealing to people of all ages, 
and is as accessible as the mobile device you 
hold in your hand every day.

SO HOW DO I BEGIN RESEARCHING MY FAMILY HISTORY?
The best place to start is with you!  Write down what you know (or 
think you know) about yourself, your siblings, your parents, and your 
grandparents. Look through your papers, photographs, and other 
records at home for information to add. Ask family members what 
information they might be able to share.

HOW CAN THE KENAN RESEARCH CENTER HELP ME?
Once you’ve gathered all the information you can from home and 
family, you can begin to search our collections from any computer 
with internet access through our website  follow the links for 
“Learning and Research” and “Search our Collections.”

Our new federated search feature allows you to search all our 
databases with a single click. You can search by the county or state 
in which your family lived (i.e., “New York genealogy” or “DeKalb 
County genealogy”) or you can search by your surname. If you are 
searching for photographs, you may wish to search for the name 
of the neighborhood in which you grew up. In the dropdown to the  
left of the search bar, you can select a specific type of item, 
such as an artifact or periodical, but it’s probably best to search  
“Everything” first and then filter the results you will get. You can 
filter search results by Item Type, Format, Resource, Digital Format, 
Subject, and Date.

Atlanta History Center offers quarterly programs on a variety of 
genealogy topics, including beginning genealogy, using military 
records in genealogy research, preserving family photographs, and 
conducting oral histories of your family members.

If you need more assistance, Kenan Research Center is open by 
appointment only Tuesday–Saturday from 10:00am to 5:00pm. 
Please email Reference@AtlantaHistoryCenter.com or call  
404.814.4040 to request an appointment. 

CAN YOU HELP ME RESEARCH MY BLACK ANCESTORS?
There’s no question that researching your Black ancestors can 
be challenging, particularly if your ancestors were enslaved. Our 
quarterly genealogy programs offer guidance on a variety of topics, 
including researching your Black family history. One of our most 
popular genealogy program speakers, Emma Davis Hamilton, 
past president of  the Metro Atlanta Chapter of the Afro-American 
Historical and Genealogical Society (AAHGS), produced a pre-
recorded program on using the Freedmen’s Bureau records during 
the early days of the pandemic in 2020. The recording is available on 
Atlanta History Center’s YouTube channel. 

RESEARCHING MY FAMILY IS DIFFICULT. IS IT WORTH IT?
Robyn Fivush and Marshall Duke of Emory University conducted 
decades of scientific research that confirm what those of us who love 
family history have always known: children who know the stories of 
their parents and ancestors are more successful in navigating the 
challenges of life than those who do not.  According to the study, 
children who know their family’s story have “better self-esteem, 
higher levels of social competence, higher quality friendships, and 
less anxiety and stress. They also had fewer behavioral problems, as 
reported by parents.”

Fivush concludes, “[Children] need to know that they come from a 
long line of people who are strong, who are resilient, who are brave…. 
The definition of who they are is not just something independent 
and autonomous, spun from nowhere. It’s embedded in a long, 
intergenerational family story.”
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